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The 2016 Seasearch season in Dorset was very produtdivdays of organised Seasearch divigge arranged, two
Seasearch Observer coussegere runwith 20 divers attendingand a survey of the Peacock Worm beds in Poole
Harbour was completed. The 2016 plans, boat bookiegwere set up by Charlotte Bolton and the first half of the
diving seasonvas managed under her auspices. Lin Baldock took over at the end of July when Charlotte moved c
to the role ofNationalSeasearch coordinator.

The Dives
Planned Seasearch Dives
1 Brownsea Peacock Worm Surveyine divers were involved in this surveyich extended over thre days
at the beginning of Jun@ne survey day was lost to poaeatherconditions. Ten locations were surveyed:
seven in Wych Channel to the north of Brownsea and three in Blood Alley Lake to the south of the islanc
Survey resitis were provided in a report to Natural England to support the argument for extending the SSSI
designation tdancludesubtidal features in Poole Harbour.

Spiny SeahorseH{ppocampus guttulatusphotographed in
the Wych ChannelPoole Harbouat a site where there have
been a number of seahorse records over the years.

B O Fk wae 2006

Peacock worm Sabella pavoninahabitat in
the western Wych ChannelPoole Harbour
The species does not form dense beds at t
site in contrast with those in Soutieep
where dense stands up to 50cm high develc
supporting sea squirts and sponges
particular.
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Peacock worm stands in Blood Alley Lak

1 Poole Harbour Subtidal Survey PhaseS2rveys of 14 sites in South Deep, ond&kamshornLakeand at
Pottery Pier weraindertakenby five divers over a series of dates in August and September to complete the
review ofPeacocRNVorm habitats in Poole HarbouBlack water is essential for camyiout the survey work
and the best times starébout 14:00 so we wereeturning to the slipat Cobbs Quay in the dark by the
middle of September. Earlier in the year the survey team had to compete with the toing and frdimg of
boats and pleasure craéixploring the narrow channels in South Deep. Results of these two surveys have
been submittedo Natural Englandh a brief report prepared by Lin Baldo&oole Harbour Subtidal Survey
¢ 2016 A report to Natural England, January 2017.

© Wartin Opensbaw, 2016

Fauna in South Deep (L to R): the rare spdigieerites masga I &S+  0dzOdzYo SNE HdidavaosuRtpa Df 2

f West Baywith Ruby A series okvening dive with targets to the south and west of West Bay"28ay, &"
June, 22 June, & July.Two evening dives were lost to poor weather and high wiadsl a couple of the
others were extremely gloomy with surface visibility down to less than 20@rserieof sites were selected
to target silty, low boulder and bedrock reef features adding information to the database in support of the
Lyme Bay SAC where reefs are of the qualifying features.
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Left Imperial Anemone (Jammy Dodger)
Capnea sanguinea
wdzo @ Q& adzR

Right Adult andjuvenilePink Seafans
Stennis Ledges

1 Lyme Regiswith Blue Turtlefour dives over a weekend all within the area covered by 8iatutory
Instrument(SDF2NJ [ @YS . IF& 6KAOK LINPBKAOAGA GKS dzasS 27F Y
dive to a site about 1km within the S| boundary was very interesting for the find of chalk outcrops at a diving
depth of about 25m. Subtidal chalk outcrops tjiyaas ahabitat Feature ofConservationinterest (FOCI) and
as such warrant particular attentiorSeasquirtswere prominent at the site, notably a bright blue didemnid.
The second dive was on a site of bedrock reef with Pink Seafans and a mixeabfiygpdmid turf. Sunday
was planned for a site on Lyme Roughs whichsagaine suggests was an area of stony reef with a rich sea
squirt community together with erect sponges and large colonies of Potato Crisp BrycHoaisecond dive
was a low lyingacky reef with significant accumulations of silty sediment over rock. The community was
represented by hydroids, erect bryozoa, Pink Seafans and sponges.

Caldera Edge

Left Sea squirts and
sponges

Right broken chalk reef
and short
faunalturf

© Hick Ouwcts 2008

West Bayagain with Ruby With the specific aim of obtaining ground truthing data for the Chigedchand
StennisLedgesMCZ. The first dive was on a series of low bedrock ledges southwest of Wyke Regsliwith
developedcolonies ofPotato Crisp Bryozoaand fine examples of Pink Seafans always good to resarde

it is a protected feature of these rocky reef§he mixed sediment eeen the ledges was consolidated by

an unusual turf of the orange seguirt Stolonica socialis.The seconddive was an exciting drift with

I Kl NI Gay th&t@det. This unusual feature runs approximately northwest / southeast about 2km south
of Abbotsbury, the clay outcrop, identified as Oxford Ctaylifies as another habitat FO&hd the reef
above supports well developed individual Pink Seafans as well as many juveniles up to about 8cm high. De
obtained from thisseriesof dives which includidetailed dive tracks logged on towed GPS units, have been
passed on to Natural England and the Southmshore Fisheries Committee (SIFCA) in the hope that the
MCZ can be extended about 300m all along its southwest boundary in order to include this feature. It i
K2LISR GKIFG GKAA | dzintharevieBprocésds | AaYAY 2N G6SI ¢

Left Pink Seafan on
Stennis Ledges

Right Ledge formed by
erodingOxford Clay
/I KF NI 21

© L Batdoki2018
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9 Portland with Scimitar: a weekend of diving out of Portland MarinaWeymouth Bay Saturday saw us
R2Ay3 | FlLad RNAFO RAGDS west & padielDootvith Bhd Secoddtatzieikhe 2 F
Ledge on the east side of Portland Bill a site which requires very careful planning if the divers are to benef
from the maximum available slack water time of about¥@ y dzii S & ® { dzy R} & Qcky réef NB
south west of Ringstead and then another brief slack water dive on sand scoured bedrock with an interestin
community of sponges including theationally scarce Adreus fascicularisvhich seems to be a Dorset
speciality.

Above colourful animal turr
2y . LGQa I SIR
Great Ledge (centre & right).

Left & Right Evidence for
bedrock reef beneath mobile
sand.
Railway Line Wreck Reef

© Jess Mead. 2016

f SwanagewA G K +*ALISNJ ' yR al NBE W2 datthe souttNeRd of ChidstchEirkhN.&d@e oR A ¢
52NESGQa SEGNBYS SIalGSNYy o02dzyRIENEBI 62y RSNFdz dzy
dive was a fast drifveneathBallard Clifivhich turned up a bewildering variety b&bitatsover adistance of
nearly 1km there were some especially spectacular sea sqligplays. Sunday required an early start for
slack water on a site known as CEFAgh@ut 6.5km south southeast of Swanage the target being a widely
repeated seabed pattern shown upy the multibeam plot for the area. On another day with excellent
underwater visibility we found ourselves on huge boulders and bedrock outcrops surrounded by very mobile
sand. The most pminent inhabitants at this site were numerous very large colan@f Elephant Ear sponge
(Pachymatismgohnstonig drapedover the rock surfacesAdreus fascicularimasthere again too.

Elephant Hide Sponge
(Pachymatisma johnstonia)
contrasting habitats

Left a/ 9DE{ 39 02N
at 28m.

Right Durlston Bay
overhang at 8m

1 Lyme Regiwvith Blue Turtle was the finalesignatedSeasearch weekend of the yeatr the beginning of
October. Fine, calweatherand dramaticunderwater visibility made for a thoroughly enjoyable weekend.
The first dives each day were to deep, rocky reefs towards the southern edge of the Lyme; Baly Gity,
so called for thespectacularshoals of bib Trisopterus luscyswvhich frequented the site and rather more
isolated reefcalled the Silveranore serried ranks of Pink Seafagadults and juvenilesThe second dives
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were shallower sites south of Charmouth on rough stony reef habitats. Again sea squirts featurec
LINEYAYSyiGfte Ay GKS LIAOGdAzZNBEZ LI NI A Odze théitd vere hitérallyd K S
hundreds of juveniléhallusia mammillatdoth on mixed ground and on the reef.

Left The Silvers

Shoal of Pout over a mixed
population of adult and
juvenile Pink Seafans.

Right South of Charmouth
JuvenilePhallusia
mammillata

SomeStatistics

The dives detailed above and unsolicited Seasearch forms, both Observer and Surveyor, resulted in a total of 2
forms for the Dorset regignan excellent return; oncereviewed I Y R  O2 Y0 A Y S Revehty (i 26 K& NF
appropriate these produced 139 survey events in Marine Recorder, the database system used to collate a
Seasearch records prior to them being uploaded to the NatiBiadiversityNetwork (NBN).This data set comprises
2OSN) cxnnn AYRAGARdAzZ-f NBO2NRa 2F alLISOASas alLISOASa
Gal YLX Sa¢ oSaaSydAarftte KroAdlrdao Ftf FTNRY O2ydNROGdzi
The first and last records were provided bykMiMarkey: DT16/001 on f2March was a record for a Lumpsucker
(Cyclopterus lumpdsinder Swanage Pier. There are few records of this fish in the Dorset Seasearch database st
would like to encouragepeopleto send in unusudéhteresting sightingssuchas this(e.g.rare animals and plants
interesting behaviourusing anObservationform with at least the minimum of informatioon it: what, where,
when, who. Mike squeezed in the final form DT16/188 on*'@ecember, a dive on the Mulberries in Portland
Harbour recording a number of nefil 6 A @S aSI aljdANIa |yR | 6Gdbs2cbuhi y
anotherspecies for which Dorsefppears to bea stronghold

The Community Seagrass Initiative (CSI) run by Jess, hea@eymouthproject officer, contributed their data to

the Dorset Seasearch database totalling 18 forms collating observations made by the CSI suweis
dedicated seagrass monitoring dives

Interesting speciesplease consider sending in &bservationform
with your interesting/unusual reords clockwise: Lumpsucker,
marine worm Oxydromus flexuosusAnemone shrimpPericlimenes
sagittifer
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Christchurch

Legend

Lyme Bay S| Boundary

© 2016 Dorset Seasearch forms
Dorset marine SACs
Dorset MCZs

Location of 2016 Dorset Seasearch records available in the Marioedeedatabase.

Appendix 1 below lists the 29 species of conservation interest recorded by Dorset Seasearch in 2016 together wi
the number of records for each one and the conservation category which applies in each case.

OutputsDorsetSeasearci2016

Marine Recorder Snapshot for up load to the NBINB5 events, >6,000 individual taxon records

Poole Harbour Subtidal Surveg016report to Natural England.

wS L2 NIi  ( 2EvidehcEadr bedrdcloreet Lulworth Gap & Railway Line Wreck, Weymouth BayBd { ¢
Reportto SIFCA/NEChesil Beach & Stennis Ledges MCZ proposed exténsion
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