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Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

Introduction 
2010 saw a great effort in Dorset from Seasearch divers from all over the county.  The year started off for us with an 
Observer course and a seaweed identification course in April but that didn’t stop others getting going much earlier.  
Our first records for the year came from some qualifying divers, off Lulworth Banks in January.  The season 
continued well, with several charters organised from Weymouth and Poole, another Observer course and two days 
on the Surf reef study with Bournemouth University.  Records also came in from across the country from other 
recreational dives.  Swanage Pier, Chesil Cove and Swanage Bay all remain popular dive sites with lots of records 
also coming in from the various larger wrecks in Weymouth Bay and the Purbecks. 

Photographs from survey continue to be an important part of marine recording in Dorset and this year we had 
another fantastic and very useful selection sent in.  To highlight their use and diversity, we have run our photography 
competition again, this year kindly judged by marine biologist and underwater photographer, Paul Naylor.  The 
winner, shown on the front page, was Richard Yorke with his photograph of the hermit crab Diogenes pugilator in 
seagrass, taken at Worbarrow Bay last May.  Paul stated that it was ‘an amazing photo that made me gasp when I 
saw it, so many of the crabs, all showing their large left claws’.  Richard also came first runner up with his photo of a 
little cuttle, taken on the same dive in Worbarrow.  Second runner up was Gordon Bird with an image of a pair of 
necklace shells, also at Worbarrow, which Paul said was ‘an unusual take on a reasonably familiar subject’.  Third 
runner up was Peter Szekely with his macro shot of a Polycera nudibranch on bryozoan  turf  which had a ‘lovely 
angle, giving an attractive composition and showing all the animal’s features.’ 

 

Recording 
2010 was another great year for records, with 160 forms coming in all together.  From these forms, 40% were Survey 
forms which great for added information and many of these came the organised DWT charters.  Of the Observation 
forms, many were valuable qualifying forms that 
were combined for data entry as buddies had 
submitted separate forms.  After these 
combinations had been taken into account, there 
were 58 Survey records in the database and 68 
Observation records– a total of 126 records, which 
is a fantastic results for the year and up again from 
the previous year.    

Training 
The first Observer course was held in April at the Urban Wildlife Centre in Poole. 12 people attended the course 
which was taught by Kathryn and Peter.  Of these, 8 braved the chilly Poole Bay waters the next day to start their 
qualifying forms, assisted by three Surveyors and one diver wanting to finish his qualifiers from the previous year.  
The cold water was the least of the concerns though as divers were confronted 
with visibility of less than a metre.  Most battled on to get their forms done and 
one of the Surveyors even managed to find an unusual green form of the 
nudibranch Coryphella gracilis. Thanks to Mike for skippering and for Matt and 
Polly for assisting. 

Late April saw the Seaweed identification course at Swanage with Lin Baldock 
and Jenny Mallinson.  This was the second year for this course and once again it 
was very well received.  The lovely, weedy dive on Peveril Ledge was enough to 
impress on our East Anglian visitors that algae can be interesting.  Between the 10 participants, Lin and Jenny  29 
different seaweeds were identified.   

July saw the second Observer course for the year, taught by Kathryn, Josie Pegg and assisted by James Lucey (who 
is now a qualified tutor).  With a strong contingent form Bournemouth University, 6 attended the course, several of 
whom have now finished their qualifying forms.  We also had a writer from Dive magazine attend with a subsequent 
article highlighting the importance of Seasearch and what the course covers.   
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