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Introduction

We are very fortunate to have a dedicated, talented and keen teanSessearchersvho love
exploring our varied Devon habitaésd continue to support our survey¥Ve received a record01
F2Nxa 27F | ff Ge& LXiéhsuppoRKeknéy@didiverd\spolttall mang unisualsBecies
including undulate ray, triggerfish (cover photo by Peter Hewitt), ringneck blenny (photo by Chris
Wood) and anglerfish.

Fifteen organisedsurvey dag were achievedrom twenty-two planned oneswith dayslost due to
bad weather and sick boatsAll of the organised survey effofdcused on Marine Protected Areas
(MPASs) andhearly allSeasearch forms submitted came from theWile continued totargetareas with
fewer recordsthis year and many interestingew sites were discoveredll around Devof éoast.
Enthusiastiégndependentdivers recorded new sites in TorhaBigbury Bagnd Plymouth Soundlsa

Seasearch dathasplayed an important rolein the designatiorof MPAsand now moves into the area

of monitoring and managment. The Devon ones that we typically dive are shtwetlow. New survey

sites in Lyméay weretargeted with the resulting Seasearsitrvey datato be shared witlthe Devon

& Severn Inshore Fisheriesth@onservation Authority (D&SIF@ahighlightedd @ / Kl NX 2 4 G S
article in Marine ConservatiofAutumn 2017)nagazine

MARINE CONSERVATION ZONES SPECIAL AREAS OF CONSERVATION
Bideford to Foreland Point MCZ Lyme Bay & Torbay SAC

Hartland Point to TintagéflCZ Plymouth Sound & Estuaries SAC

Lundy MCZ Start Point to Plymouth Sound & Eddystone SA(
Skerries Bank & Surrounds MCZ

Torbay MCZ

With its two coastlines, Devon has a great varietpridrity species andhabitats and tlesefound in
2017arelisted below Pink sea fan surveying was adopted by a ke#isiBIub-AquaQub First Class

Diver group, led by Paul Ritson, with the resulting successful survey reported by Gordon Procter in
Scubaml AL T Ay S 05S0SYo S tetailedreportto the BRACA Y t | dzf Q&

PRIORITY SPECIES AREAS WHERE RECORDED
Amphianthus dohrnii sea fan anemone Eddystone, Mewstone to Bigbury Bay, Lyme I
Eunicella verrucosa pink sea fan Most areas

Leptopsammia pruvoti sunset coral Plymouth Sound,.undy
Palinurus elephas crawfish Most areas

Ostrea edulis native oyster Dartmouth

Lophius piscatorius anglerfish Eddystone

Pleuronectes platessa plaice Lyme Bay

Molva molva ling Torbay

PRIORITY HABITATS AREAS WHERE RECORDED
Seagrass Beds Plymouth Sound, Torbay

Fragile Sponge & Anthozoan

" . Plymouth Sound to The Bolt, Lyme Bay
Communities on Subtidal Rot

Devon Seasearch Annual Report 2017 Page2



Areas Surveyed

Lundy

Sites all around the island were surveyatd one fine August weekendncluding the exposed west
side wherghe5 S@Af Qa { f A RS BaligteS tapiScH§ront coreNab@ &t Niffgkdrdef
Lee Rocks, on the south coast, had a spectasyiry spider crabMaja brachydactylaassemblage
(photo belowleft). On the east side dfundy other crab notabls includel the teddy bear cralromia
personata with its jaunty sponge attire (photo central by Peter Hewitt) and the circular crab
Atelecyclus rotundatugphoto right by David @oley). Ourstalwart independent observerslso
continue tovisit popularsiteshere.

At Gull RockPinnaclesand Brazen Ward (photos belodbulous ich erectspongefaunas (with

fifteen plus species) occurredpntairing many axinellid specie®Raspailiaspp, chimney sponges,

yellow hedgehog sporg Polymastiaboletiformisand golfball spongeTethya citrinaamongst the

bryozoan turf. Trumpet anemonegiptasiacouchiiwere also common at these sitedthough it is a
nationally scarce speciesSimilarly,the scarceThecacera pennigeravas also spotted. As usual,
surveying was accompani®y grey seaHalichoerus grypuanticsk Y R WgAf RS0 Sl adAy3Q
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Lyme Bay

Aswe continue toexplore the lesseknown Devon part near Lyme Regssipported by lhe DORIS
multibeammaps(courtesy of Dorset Wildlife Trust)y R ANR gAYy 3 1Y 2 sléndying@ S
reefs, a thee-day eventer provedexceptional New sites on the West Tennants, Beer Ledge (Beer
Home Grounds), Beer Fans and Beer Head Circular reefs seghmtivierse spoge, hydroid,
anthozoanand bryozoan faunagphotos below) An important species of thee reefs, pinkseafans
Eunicella verrucosteatured high abundance (frequent to abundant), many large specimens as well
as juveniles, a variety of condition from genlgrdnealthy to scoured to death, tangled with angling
line becomingsea fangles) and hostirfign anemonesAmphianthus dorhnii

Fish ghlightsincludeda ringneckblenny Parablennius pilicorniat Beer Fans, the first Seasearch
record inLyme Bayand an undulate rayRaja undulatawhich when reporteqby Chris Woodp The
Undulate Ray Project proved to be a new individuatheir tracking recordéphoto of both on front
cover). Abundant éncing queen scallopsequipecten opercularend wnusually abundanPhallusia
mamillata (photo below left)were encountered at several site#An interesting spot of crustacean
interactionwas seerwith avelvet swimming cralecora pubeforcing a juvenile crafish Palinurus
elephadrom the security ofts hometo thentake its spot(photo central by Chris Wood)there was
certainly no shortages of cracks on the redfommonbrittlestar Ophiothrix fragilided at Beer Fans
(photo right by Chris Woogbroved extensive and wittnany perched on dead falfin a notable scour
damaged patch)
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Torbay

Enthusiastiéndependentobservers continue to revisit/monitor the popular reefs and eelgrass beds

in the area; Babbacombe, Thatcher Rock, Meadfdtdrris Rogue, Torre Abbey Sands, The Ridge,
Freshwater and Brixham Breakwater BeachNotable sightings includecurled octopusEledone

cirrhosa ling Molva molvaand the snakelockanemoneshrimpPericlimenesagitifer, still residing at
Babbacomb® & anemone gardens (as seen in ¢ 2y @ wSSRQ& RSt AIKG®
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKWDh_kF5PUThe Morris Rogue and Thatcher Roe&fs

continued to support their particularly diverse yet abundant fauarad The Ridge is an oasis of life in

the sandy plains away from the rocky perimeter of the bay.

Dartmouth Area

Just east of Dartmouth, numerous ridges and pinnacles form a complex systemLiymtbeBay and
Tarbay SAGwith marine life benefiting from the nutrieatich tidal streams. Alimble EasPinnacle
it is anemones galor§hoto belowleft), with plumose anemon&letridium dianthus white-striped
anemone Actinothoe sphyrodetaelegant anemoneSagartia elegansjewel anemoneCorynactis
viridisand dahlia anemon#rticina felinaon the topswith plumoseanemonesdominating theupper
walls above the mixed turfThe top was covered in jewahemonesamongst theoaten pipe hydroid
Tubulariaindivisa The lesdidal, lowlying Scabbacombe Ledgevealedvaried red weeds on the
upper ledges with sponge and bryozoan dominated turf on the low legggcals. Many Crimora
papillata nudibranchsvere foundfeasting onthe squareend hornwrackChartella papyraceghoto
right).

In the Dartitself, surveying the patoon pilings revealed an abundant sponge, anem¢ineluding
orangestriped green anemonBiadumene lineatpand ascidian fauna withwto non-native ascidians
(Didemrum vexillumand Corella eumyotpspotted. Regular scraping of the pontefmuling blue
musselMytilus edulishas created a mussel bed below with numerous crabs and spahgdtering
within.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKWDh_kF5DU

Start Point to Prawle Point Reefs

TheStart Point Reef was further explored and revealed its colourful diverssolifgpical of this tide
sweptreef. Sponges, hydroids, anemones, bryozoans and ascjdi@pecially didemnidsicluding
Didemnum maculosurfphoto below right)all contributed to these pretty reefs Common ponges
included sea orangeSuberites ficugelowleft) and Hymenacidon perleis (belowcentral).

VisitingPrawlePointon its tricky slacks, the reefs runnisguthwardsdown to mobile gravel host
the feather starAntedon bifideghordes over a mixespongegcnidarian and bryozoan turiThe mobility
of the gravel was clearly evident with recent burial of steurtolerant turf on thelower reef(photos
below). Common anstarsCrossater papposus(photo lower left)are often spotted in this southern
outlier in its distribution. CuttlefishSepia officinalignd the variety of fishpresentwere delightful
companions around these stunning reefs
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